ARTFORD NEWS

WESTHARTFORDNEWS.COM e PAGE A8

EDITORIAL

The multigenerational housing crisis

By the Hearst Connecticut
Media Editorial Board

The housing shortage in
Connecticut manifests itself in
all kinds of ways. One is higher
prices. That’s good for sellers,
and bad for potential buyers.
Lack of supply means those
who already own a home have
all the leverage.

It also means a lack of eco-
nomic growth. The state econo-
my has shown many positive
signs in recent years, including
at the state level, where deficits
have been replaced by a fore-
cast of surpluses many years
into the future. But our growth
is held back because it’s so
hard for people to move to this
state and fill our many open
jobs.

Then there are the personal

costs. If you can only afford a
home an hour a way from your
job, that’s a huge blow to your
quality of life. If a change in
your job means you're immedi-
ately priced out of your town,
with all your activities and
everyone you know, that’s a big
problem. And because so many
people are vulnerable to such '
shifts, it means it’s a constant
worry for a large swath of the
state.

Then there are the compro-
mises we make to fulfill our
needs. According to the CT
Data Collaborative, of about 1.4
million households in Connect-
icut, nearly 4 percent are de-
fined as multigenerational.
This marks an increase from 10
years earlier, and shows how
people are going about the
business of making ends meet.

If families are forced
to double or triple up
because there are no
other options, that
doesn’t serve anyone.

A multigenerational house-
hold is defined as one that has
three or more generations of
relatives, such as children,
parents and grandparents,
living in the same home. It’s
not uncommon historically,
and especially as grandparents
age, it can make more sense
than the alternatives. But
there’s plenty of evidence that
more people are not entering
into these arrangements be-
cause it’s their first choice.

“I think it has to do with our
housing issues and that there
just isn’t enough affordable
housing,” CT Data Collab-
orative Executive Director
Michelle Riordan-Nold told CT
News Junkie.

To be clear, there can be
many benefits to multigener-
ational living. Grandparents get
to spend more time with their
grandchildren. It can make
child care less stressful. There
are more options for everyone
in a variety of areas.

But such arrangements
should be made because it’s in
the best interests of everyone.
If families are forced to double
or triple up because there are
no other options, that doesn’t
serve anyone. And personal
space is an amenity that can be
hard to put a price on.

Connecticut has many op-
tions to increase the supply of
housing. Many officials contin-
ue to cling to the idea of local
control, which means each
municipality gets to make its
own rules on what can be built
where. This should be anathe-
ma to strong believers in prop-
erty rights, who could rightly
ask why anyone can tell them
not to build a duplex on their
land when there’s plenty of
room for one and a lot of de-
mand. But that’s how zoning
works.

Ultimately, it’s a state issue.
The state can and should take
more of a leadership role in
solving our housing shortage.
We can’t keep waiting for
towns to do the right thing.
Families of all sizes are coun-
ting on us to do better.




